

















The plan of use has been endorsed, as well as the
distribution plan, and coverage plan. And the plan
is that by the end of August the Plan of transition
from analogue to digital broadcasting will have been
completed, and the government will adopt it at their
first session. They started construction works on
the buildings and TV signal repeaters having been
destroyed during the NATO bombing.

What is important is that in the process of digitization
there will be no problems with providing money. The
state has got a great offer from a U.S. company that
would bring the process, under favourable conditions,
to completion.

“This 1s a good moment to start and complete the
digital changes. If this process fails to be completed
now, the citizens and the public will have no benefit
from it. There would be no new channels, better sound
and higher picture quality. Digital dividend from the
sale of the analogue spectrum cannot be realized if
the digitization process does not begin. I think you
are ready to start right now. That’s why I encourage
you to start doing the work as soon as possible, “says
Andrew Taunen, EU expert for digitization.

And, while for most of us, the laity, digitizing is not
something we are exactly interested in, many agree
that this attitude would be changed for sure when we
realize that we, because of its delay, would have to
spend more money.
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Most TVs in the market, and even the latest generation
ones, do not contain DVD-T2 tuners that allow them
to receive the digital signal. This means that we
would have to pay 40 or even up to 70EUR for the
set-top option that will allow us to receive the signal.
One of the problems which could also arise because
we have not been doing everything gradually, but in
a day, is that half of Serbia could remain in one day
without TV image ...

By using pragmatic approach and determining the
frequency for the digitization it is estimated that
by the end of the year from 70 to 80 percent of
households will have been covered by the digital
signal. Most importantly, the process would lead
towards achieving a positive solution.

“We do need to complete this process as best as we
can by June 17th, 2015. Otherwise, Serbia will be an
analogous stain in a digital environment with major
problems that may arise with the broadcast signal in
our territory,” Ljajic said.

And all of this would be new problems for the citizens
and the state, because the process of digitizing and
standardizing is among the key issues on the way
towards European integrations. However, perhaps the
most important question of all is whether the state can
afford the luxury to give up at least 100 million EUR
in case it fails to complete the digitization process.
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